Neonatal genital reconstruction.
It is evident from studies of boys who suffered a surgical catastrophe at a young age and were then assigned a female sex role that cultural and environmental influence are a potent determinant of a child's gender identity. It is imperative that parents have their child's sex assignment firmly fixed in their minds as early as possible. Early surgical correction of a child with ambiguous genitalia to conform to the sex of assignment will serve greatly to reinforce appropriate behavior in the parent. Such surgical intervention for diagnostic and reconstructive purposes is both desirable and safe in the first weeks of life.